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“FIEFDOMS IN CHRIST'S KINGDOM”
During  the  Middle  Ages  the  land  of  Europe  was 
divided  among hundreds  of  petty  leaders  who had 
sufficient strength of arms to control a portion of land 
and the people who lived within their district.  

The  strong  man  was  considered  the  lord  of  the 
district, his territory was his fiefdom and those under 
his control were his fiefs or servants.  The lord of the 
fiefdom  made  the  rules  and  judged  all  who  were 
brought before him for infractions.  He could impose 
punishment  on  those  he  judged  guilty.  Fiefs  were 
expected to be loyal to and obedient to the demands 
of their lord. It was not their prerogative to think or 
act independently. They were bound to the land of the 
lord  and  could  not  walk  away.   They  fought  his 
battles and supported his cause without question or 
pause.  For their support, the lord would protect them 
from marauders and occasionally reward them with 
small  tokens  of  appreciation.  The  feudal  system 
eventually died out,  freeing the poor fiefs to better 
themselves. The lords were very reluctant to let go of 
their power over their subjects.

Christ has a kingdom (Col. 1:13).  He alone is king 
and  lord  (I  Tim.  6:15).  He  ordained  that  there  be 
independent churches in his kingdom, but he made no 
provisions for fiefdoms. Yet throughout  the ages it 
has  been   common  for  strong,  influential  men  to 
create for themselves fiefdoms where their influence 
prevailed and willing fiefs did their bidding.  This is 
seen  in the denominational world where ambitious 
preachers  created  their  own  denominations, 
missionary organizations, etc.  Sadly, the perceptive 
person can see this practice within the brotherhood of 
churches of Christ.

Today the church suffers much from lords who have 
created  their  personal  fiefdoms  within  her borders. 
These fiefdoms are  of  different  kinds,  but  all  stem 
from  a  common  desire  for  personal  power, 
recognition  and control. Some lords make fiefdoms 
of  their  congregations.   They  gradually  assume 
control of the leadership and direction of the church 

and expect those within it to yield to their decisions. 
Other  fiefdoms  consist  of  schools  of  preaching, 
colleges  and  universities,  religious  papers, 
lectureships, good works of various kinds and even 
mission fields. We hasten to say that not all of these 
areas are so dominated.

Characteristics of lords and fiefdoms are remarkably 
alike.   There  is  the  strong,  dominant  leader  who 
exerts his influence over underlings.  He has a realm 
of influence.  It could be younger, weaker preachers 
and Christians, readers of his paper, graduates of his 
school, members of his congregation or converts he 
has  made.   The  lord  usually  determines  what  the 
officially correct position will be concerning certain 
Biblical issues that are matters of dispute.  His fiefs 
are expected to subscribe to that view if they are to 
continue  in  good  standing.   He  designates  those 
people  or  projects  that  will  be  endorsed  and 
supported and those that must be shunned.  When he 
comes up with a project he wishes to undertake, his 
fiefs are expected to lend their assistance.  The lord 
tends to keep a close eye on his fiefs lest they depart 
from his official policy and teaching.  Penalties for 
challenging the lord are usually swift  and harsh.  A 
rebuke  or  even  a  declaration  of  excommunication 
might be circulated among all the other fiefs who are 
expected to immediately honor it or suffer the same. 
Those who are good and obedient fiefs are rewarded 
by having their articles published, by being invited to 
speak on the lord’s lectureship or some other similar 
treat.  Also  assistance  is  extended  in  helping  good 
fiefs find new employment when needed.

In  the  church,  as  in  olden  days,  lords  of  fiefdoms 
often  clash  with  each  other.  Territory  must  be 
protected, fiefs must be protected from other lords. 
Issues become occasions for conflict.  Now as then, 
fiefs occasionally rise up and challenge their lord and 
occasionally succeed in  overthrowing them.   When 
this occurs, threatened  lords often recruit other lords 
to assist them in maintaining their position, but some 
will  encourage  the  rebellion.  Fiefdoms  are  seen 



across the full spectrum of the church.  There is this 
one  notable  difference  in  the  old  and  current 
situations.  Then, the lords boldly and unashamedly 
proclaimed their power and control in their fiefdoms. 
Today most  lords  would  protest  and  strongly deny 
that they are such, that they have a fiefdom and fiefs 
to obey them. 

Fiefdoms  exist  without  Christ’s  authorization  or 
approval.   They  damage  the  unity  of  the  body of 
Christ. They hinder our efforts to protect the church 
from her enemies.  They stand condemned  (I Cor. 
1:12-14).   May  God  deliver  us  from  lords  and 
fiefdoms!  JHW

LIKE THE PHILOSOPHERS 
OF ATHENS

In  Athens,  Paul  encountered  and  engaged  the 
intellectuals of that center of worldly  wisdom. Luke 
tells  us  the  Athenians  “spent  their  time  in  nothing 
else,  but  either  to  tell  or  to  hear some new thing” 
(Acts  17:21).   As  I  pour  over  the  writings  of  our 
agents of change I am impressed with their similarity 
to those ancient philosophers.  I see them glorying in 
their intellectual attainments.  I note their tendency to 
question,  challenge  and  reject  any  and  everything 
held  by  brethren  who  preceded  them.   I  see  their 
obsession to find and try things new and different in 
religion.

Strangely,  many of  the  changes  they propose  have 
been around for years, even generations. They have 
been tested, found wanting and rejected by those who 
know and believe the truth of  God’s  Word (I Tim. 
4:3). 

● They  have  discovered  the  doctrine  of 
salvation by grace alone, the  work of God 
from beginning to end.  But this is not new; 
it is Calvinism, 500 years old.

● They  think  they  have  found salvation  by 
faith alone.  Sola fide!  Neither is this new. 
It  was  the  message  and marching song of 
Martin Luther and his followers.

● They claim to have discovered that baptism 
is not  essential to salvation, rather it is a 
declaration that one has been saved by grace 
through faith. This  is not new. It has long 
been proclaimed by Baptist preachers.

● They say they have  discovered  that  rather 
than one visible church on earth, Christ has 
one  invisible  church  consisting  of 
hundreds  of  differing  denomi-national 
bodies.   This  is  an  ancient  doctrine,  the 

theme of all denominational bodies for over 
400 years.

● They have discovered that  racism is a sin 
and  make  allusion  to  it  in  virtually  every 
presentation.  But this is not new.  It is as old 
as the Bible and has been widely preached 
against by our brethren for the last 40 years. 
Many of the change agents were mute on the 
subject until the battle was fought and won 
and now they bang their brethren for being 
tardy in dealing with the issue.

● They  assume  they  have  found  that  our 
sisters  have  been  deprived by  not  being 
allowed to lead us in wor-ship, to teach our 
men, to preach and serve our con-gregations 
as deacons.  But this is the long held theme 
of  such  groups  as  the  Nazarenes, 
Pentecostals  and Dis-ciples  of  Christ.  It  is 
not new at all. Our change agents are just a 
hundred years late in getting around to it.

● They  have  discovered  the  joys  of 
instrumental music in worship; of choirs, 
solists  and  performing  groups.  But  the 
Christian Church discovered this a century 
ago,  the Catholic Church 900 years and the 
Protestants at least 200 years before.

Who  knows  what  new  things  they  may  find 
tomorrow?   Their  pattern  of  conduct  indicates  that 
like a child with a  kaleidoscope, they will continue 
to  look  for  and  embrace  every  new  and  exciting 
change.   The  day will  eventually  come when  they 
will  have  completely  lost  their  identity  as  New 
Testament  churches.  As they journey into  oblivion, 
all  who  truly  love  Christ  and  his  church  will  be 
“stedfast, unmovable, abounding in the work of the 
Lord” (I Cor. 15:58). JHW

THE DECLINE OF 
CHRISTIAN MUSIC

Many years ago Bro. Jack Boyd, professor of music 
at  Abilene  Christian  University,  wrote  a  fine  book 
called  Leading  the  Lord’s  Singing  (Quality 
Publications, Abilene).  In an Appendix, he provides 
a “Thumbnail Sketch of Religious Music” which is 
most enlightening and pertinent for our day.

He notes that in later Temple worship, “the original 
purity  of  the  Psalter  was  ignored  in  the  singer’s 
interest  in  vocal  display  and  virtuosity.   They 
developed  affectedly  nasal  tones,  exaggerated  the 
tremolo and developed other devices to show off their 
vocal artistry. “The original purpose of the service, to 



bring man closer to the majesty of God, was forgotten 
as  the  artistically  beautiful  was  substituted  for  the 
theologically beautiful” (p. 192).  “This striving for 
personal glory was apparently acceptable to many of 
the people attending Temple worship.  The popularity 
of the leading soloists led to further excesses until the 
worship  became  merely  an  excuse  for  attending  a 
public spectacle” (p. 171).  

In  describing  the  worship  of  the  early  church,  he 
notes that  “personal aggrandizement and ostentation 
in the worship was totally foreign to the devotional 
atmosphere of the early church’s worship” (p. 191). 
“There is no evidence that even suggests the presence 
of  any  specialized  groups  of  singers  within  the 
assembly  until  after  the  third  century  (Joseph 
Gelineau, cited by Boyd, p. 197).

However  when  the  church  gained  political 
acceptance under Constantine and graduated to fine, 
ornate  houses of  worship,   “The music  became so 
elaborate  that  the  congregation  could  not  readily 
follow it and thus a trained choir had to be delegated 
to perform what turned out to be a liturgy” (p. 192). 
“The  same  disease  that  afflicted  Jewish  temple 
worship struck at the church, namely, Ego-itis.  The 
setting  up  of  chief  singers  and  chief  readers,  the 
establishment of special choirs to do the singing for 
the  people  when  they  could  not  keep  up  with  the 
technical requirements of the developing music, and 
finally the total  professionalization  of  the worship” 
(p. 196). “It was but a simple step to pick out the best 
singers of the congregation and train them in a style 
similar to that  used for the cantor” (p. 197).  “Thus 
started  the  semi-professional  church  musician,  and 
thus also began the decline of the congregation as the 
dominant  musical  force in worship” (p.  197).  “The 
professional took over and absorbed everything.” (p. 
198).

Two hundred years  ago our forefathers began their 
quest to restore the original faith and worship of the 
church  of  Christ.  The  first  fifty  years  the 
congregations united their voices together in praise to 
God.  Following the Civil War wealthy city churches 
began to clamor for more impressive music.  This led 
to the introduction of special singers such as choirs 
and  soloists  and  instrumental  music  to  accompany 
them.   Two  evils  came  from  this  move:  first  the 
decline in congregational singing where  choirs and 
instruments were used and eventually division of the 
church.  Our brethren argued there was no biblical 
authority for either of these innovations nor did the 
early church use them. They would continue to  sing 
their praise to God in the manner of the early church, 
i.e., a cappella.

A  century  has  passed  and  once  again  a  worldly 

element  is  clamoring  for  special  singers  and 
musicians to entertain them when they assemble at 
their church buildings.  Some have already taken the 
first steps in this broad and  well-worn highway.  One 
need not be inspired to predict where the road will 
take  them.   They will  end  up  where  their  cousins 
from  the  Disciples  of  Christ  have  already  set  up 
camp,  in  the  land  of  liberal  Protestant 
denominationalism..   May God  open  their  eyes  so 
they can see their mistake and turn back before pride 
makes it impossible to do so.  JHW

A CHURCH FOR ALL PEOPLE
Sad to say, some churches have limited the folks they 
would serve.  By their very names some declare that 
they exist to serve certain ethnic,  social or national 
groups. Conversely, the church which Christ built is 
unique  because,  by  design,  it  is  a  church  for  all 
people.

● There  are  no  social  distinctions.  Paul 
reminded the Christians in Galatia that there 
are neither bond nor free persons in Christ. 
All are one (Gal. 3:28).

● There  are  no  racial  distinctions.   In  the 
same  place  Paul  said  there  can  be  neither 
Jew nor  Greek  in  the  Lord’s  church  (Gal. 
3:28).

● There are no economic distinctions.  James 
rebuked those Christians who discriminated 
against the poor and fawned upon the rich. 
Such  behavior  was  totally  unacceptable  in 
Christ (Jas. 2:9).

● There are no age distinctions.  Christ made 
it clear that children were welcomed in his 
kingdom (Matt. 19:13-14).  The prophet Joel 
predicted  that  young  and  old  alike  would 
have  a  place  in  Messiah’s  kingdom  (Joel 
2:28; Acts 2:17). 

● There  are  no  political  affiliations  or 
agendas required  in  the  church  of  Christ. 
His kingdom was and is, “not of this world” 
(John  18:32).   Christ’s  church  is  neither 
Republican nor Democrat.  Its loyalty is to 
Him alone (Rom. 10:9)

When  these  and  other  negative  and  undesirable 
aspects  are  eliminated,  we  are  left  with  pure, 
unadulterated Christianity.    This is  what we strive 
for.  With the Bible as our only guide and Christ as 
our only head, we can be the church he wants us to 
be. We need only trust and obey.

Share the good news.  Tell your friends and neighbors 



about  the  pearl  of  great  price  you  have found and 
invite them to come and see. JHW

PARABLE OF THE PLUMBERS
Frank and June had a lovely home.  They were happy 
and everything was going along just fine.  Then one 
morning they awoke to a strange and disgusting smell 
that permeated the entire house.  Inspection revealed 
the  problem,  their  sewer  line  was  blocked  and 
backing up.  Quickly they grabbed the phone book 
and began their search for a plumber.

● Plumber A insisted they were over reacting 
and if ignored,  the problem would soon go 
away.

● Plumber B informed them he did not  deal 
with such problems.  He specialized in the 
more  pleasant  tasks  of  plumbing,  such  as 
replacing handles on faucets.

● Plumber  C  surveyed  the  situation  and 
frankly told them if they weren’t happy with 
the situation in their home, they should go 
somewhere else.

● Plumber  D responded  to  their  call.   After 
inspecting  the  problem  he  explained  the 
need for some serious repair work the and 
necessary clean up.  The job wasn’t pleasant. 
It  took  time  and  involved  hard  work  and 
some  expense,  but  the  end  result  was 
salutary.   The  problem  was  resolved,  the 
house was habitable again.

The  home  is  a  congregation  of  the  church.   The 
family are its members.  The problem is corrupting 
error  that  casts  its  foulness  over  the  church.   The 
plumbers are preachers, some of whom evidently do 
not  understand  what  their  job  entails.   Plumber  D 
who solved the problem for the family is the faithful 
man of God who rolls up his sleeves and is not afraid 

to  tackle  the  unpleasant  task  of  dealing  with  false 
teaching in a church..

Lord, give us faithful men who are willing to take on 
the  difficult  and  unpleasant  jobs  that  help  your 
congregations  to  survive  and  prosper  when  false 
teachers would capture and destroy them. JHW

WORDS OF WISDOM 
One  of  the  finest  scholars  of  the  Restoration 
Movement was Bro. James D. Bales who for many 
years  taught  at  Harding  University.  In  addition  to 
teaching thousands of students, he wrote upwards of 
100 books and thousands of articles.  From one of his 
last books, “The Church in Transition to What?”  I 
gleaned the following thoughts:

● “Truth  is  truth  whether  preached  by 
hypocrites  or  by  people  who  are  pure  in 
heart.”

● “Truth is binding because it is truth and not 
because of the righteousness of the one who 
teaches it” 

● “It must be emphatically shown that a wrong 
among God’s people can never justify one in 
forsaking God.  Two wrongs never make a 
right.”

● “No one has measured up to the perfect ideal 
of unity, that is, ‘that they may be one, even 
as  we  are  one’  (John  17:22).   No 
congregation  in  the  first  century  did  a 
perfect job.  No individual perfectly portrays 
the ideal God has for Christians.  There is 
always room for additional growth.”

These words are timely for the day in which we live. 
They  reflect  the  thoughts  many  concerning  the 
challenge  of  those  promoting  the  change  agenda. 
JHW


