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HERESY

Peter warns of false teachers who would “privily bring in destructive heresies” (II Pet. 2:1).   Paul
labels heresy  a work of the flesh, condemned by God (Gal. 5:20). Through the ages the church has
been repeatedly plagued by heretics and their destructive teachings.  Today is no exception.   Heresy
refers to egregious doctrinal error and to that which threatens the unity of the church (I Cor. 11:19).
The change movement is heretical on both counts. Heresy can affect many different aspects of our
faith. 
* There have been heresies about God that promoted distorted views about his nature and being.
Unitarians deny his threefold nature. Skeptical clerics and theologians question the rightness and the
righteousness of his law. 
* Heresies about Jesus that denied his divinity or his humanity, his authority, his miracles, his
atoning death, his resurrection, his reign. Among the early heretics in this category were the Arians.
* Heresies about the Holy Spirit, his nature and his work   Jehovah’s Witnesses deny his personhood
and separate existence.
* Heresies about salvation; some imposing conditions God has not given, others omitting conditions
given by Heaven.  Some posit salvation solely on grace, others by works of man’s righteousness.
Both are wrong.
* Heresies about the church, about her nature, her government, her faith, her mission, her worship.
Such is the idea that denominationalism is compatible with Christ’s church.  The teaching that the
church is unimportant to man’s relationship to God  is likewise heretical.
* Heresies about Scripture, denying its inspiration, its authenticity, its reliability and authority.
These teachings are at the center of liberal Protestantism.

THE NATURE OF HERESY

Heresy distorts the true meaning of God’s Word. It denies essential truths that God has given us.
It departs from the clear teaching of Gd’s word, substituting the ideas and opinions of men. It deletes
things Christ has made essential to his religion, preferring  its own inventions. It is divisive,
separating Christians from Christ‘s church and from their brethren in Christ. It is diabolical, being
promoted by Satan, the father of lies (John 8:44).  The Evil One uses heresy to bring disciples under
his dominion.

Heresy is like leaven.  A little of it will leaven a whole lump, an entire congregation, even an entire
brotherhood (I Cor. 5:6).  It is like cancer,  deadly to those infected by it.  Heretics produce more
heretics.  Their converts are twofold more the sons of hell (Matt. 23: 15).  Sir Thomas Browne
correctly observed, “Heresies perish not with their authors, but, like the river, Arethusa, though they
lose their currents in one place, they rise up again in another.” Heretics must be promptly dealt with
or they will destroy Christians and churches who fall under their influence. It is well to remember
that “Heresy is better kept out than shook off” (George Herbert).   Paul’s instructs us thusly: “A man
that is a heretic, after the first and second admonition, reject; knowing that he that is such is
subverted, and sinneth, being condemned of himself” (Tit. 3:10-11 KJV).  God does not authorize
persecution of heretics but he expects us to reject them. Wise preachers and elders will heed his words!
JHW


